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Equipment types on this list are eligible for the EmPOWER Grant. Equipment must meet Hawai‘i Energy’s minimum 
efficiency and other requirements for the specified equipment type as listed here. Refer to equipment specification 
sheets to find the relevant requirements. Specification sheets may be found on vendor websites or provided by the 
equipment vendor or Clean Energy Ally (CEA) contractor. Work with your CEA to find eligible equipment. If you or 
your CEA have any questions, please reach out to Melissa Onishi at HE-Grants@Leidos.com or your Energy Advisor. 
 
Equipment must be purchased on or after August 5, 2026 and installed by June 5, 2027 to be eligible for the 
EmPOWER grant. Equipment may be purchased after grant is awarded. 
 
Ineligible equipment: 

• Equipment that does not qualify for a Hawai‘i Energy incentive 
• Used equipment 
• Gas-powered equipment 
• Electric vehicle charging stations 

 
*Grant caps for Tiers 1-6 receive up to a 50% increase for projects located in the counties of Maui or Hawai‘i: Tier 1 
capped at up to $750 instead of $500; Tier 2 capped at up to $2,250 instead of $1,500; Tier 3 capped at up to $4,500 
instead of $3,000; Tier 4 capped at up to $6,000 instead of $4,000; Tier 5 capped at up to $9,000 instead of $6,000, 
and Tier 6 capped at $15,000 instead of $10,000. 
 

TIER 1: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $500 
Appliances Commercial Kitchen Equipment 

Low-Flow Spray Nozzle 
Residential Freezer 
Residential Refrigerator 

Vending Machine Controller/Miser 
Compressed Air 
Air Receiver Tank 
Zero-Loss Drain 

 
TIER 2: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $1,500 

Building Envelope Commercial Kitchen Equipment 
Commercial Ice Machine Cool Roof 

Window Film 
 

TIER 3: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $3,000 
Appliances Appliances cont.  
Commercial Dishwasher – Electric* Fryer 
Commercial Freezer Hot Food Holding Cabinet 
Commercial Refrigerator  
Convection Oven - Electric Pumps & Motors 
Electric Griddle Booster Pump 

 

TIER 4: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $4,000 
HVAC 
Inverter Variable Refrigerant Flow (VRF) – Packaged & Split AC or Heat Pump 
Packaged and Split AC or Air-Source Heat Pump 
Packaged Terminal AC or Heat Pump (PTAC or PTHP) 
Vertical AC or Heat Pump 
Water-Source Heat Pump 

 

https://hawaiienergy.my.site.com/VendorDirectory/s/?_gl=1*3rvql4*_ga*MTI5NDU2MzA3Mi4xNzE3MDEyMDA5*_ga_89CJXVJ3DS*czE3ODQ4Mzg5NzckbzcwOCRnMSR0MTc4NDg0MDI0MCRqNTkkbDAkaDA.*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3ODE1NzE3NjcuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1Ja2NPeV84ZUtsUU1WdzFaX0FCMXBzU2dERUFBWUFTQUFFZ0lESXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*ODU0ODE3MjgxLjE3ODA3MDYyODIuLS4tLjE3ODQyMzY0MjYuMTM1OTI5MTQ5My4xNzg0NzY4NjkxLjE3ODQ4NDAyNDA.*_ga_GM6P54EF8W*czE3ODQ4Mzg5NzckbzcxNCRnMSR0MTc4NDg0MDI0MSRqNTckbDAkaDA.
mailto:HE-Grants@Leidos.com
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TIER 5: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $6,000 
Commercial Kitchen Equipment Compressed Air 
Combination Oven Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) Compressor 
Commercial Dishwasher – Electric*  
Demand Control Ventilation Refrigeration 
Steam Cooker ECM in Commercial Refrigeration  
 Evaporator Fan Motor Controls 
Pumps & Motors Floating Head Pressure Controls 
Premium Efficiency Motors High Efficiency Evaporators  
Electronically Commutated Motors (ECM) on Fan Coil Units High Efficiency Condensing Units 
 Refrigerated Case Anti-Sweat Heater Controls 
Water Heating Refrigerated Case Doors 
Solar Water Heater Refrigerated Case Night Covers 
Heat Pump Water Heater  
 HVAC 
 Air and Water-Cooled Chillers 

 

DETAILED REQUIREMENTS 
TIER 1: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $500 

APPLIANCES  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 
VENDING MACHINE CONTROLLER Vending machine must be refrigerated and/or employ an active lamp. 

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN EQUIPMENT  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

RESIDENTIAL FREEZER 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. The unit capacity must be 14 cubic feet or larger. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

RESIDENTIAL REFRIGERATOR 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. The unit capacity must be 14 cubic feet or larger. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

COMPRESSED AIR  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

AIR RECEIVER TANK 
Systems between 10-75 HP are eligible. Contact Hawai‘i Energy for units >75 HP. Must meet 
or exceed a minimum size of 5 gal/CFM rated capacity. Systems must be operational and 
operate for at least 1,500 hours annually. 

ZERO-LOSS DRAIN Timed drains and replacement or upgrades of existing no-loss drains are not eligible. Systems 
must be operational and operate for at least 1,500 hours annually.  

TIER 2: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $1,500 

BUILDING ENVELOPE  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 
COOL ROOF Product rating must exceed solar reflectance of 0.7 and thermal emittance of 0.75. 

WINDOW FILM 

Windows must be facing east, west, or south. Must have a solar heat gain coefficient of 0.435 
or less. Film must have a minimum five-year manufacturer's warranty and one-year 
installer's warranty. Windows may be clear or factory tinted, single or double pane, but must 
not have reflective glass. Windows significantly shaded by buildings, trees, awnings, etc. are 
not eligible. 

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN EQUIPMENT  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

COMMERCIAL ICE MACHINE 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Air-cooled batch-type and continuous-type (i.e. flake and 
nugget) ice makers are eligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-refrigerators-and-freezers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-refrigerators-and-freezers/results
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TIER 3: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $3,000 

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN EQUIPMENT  
EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 
COMMERCIAL DISHWASHER – ELECTRIC* 
 
*Eligible dishwashers are either Tier 3 or 5, 
depending on model. Check with Hawai‘i Energy. 

Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Stationary rack and conveyor machines are eligible. Flight-
type dishwasher and dishwashers intended for residential or laboratory applications are 
ineligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

COMMERCIAL FREEZER 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Solid door, glass door, and mixed solid/glass door freezers 
are eligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATOR 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Solid door, glass door, and mixed solid/glass door 
refrigerators are eligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

CONVECTION OVEN - ELECTRIC 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Food-grade commercial convection ovens as defined in the 
ENERGY STAR 2.0 specification. This includes half and full-size electric convection ovens. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

ELECTRIC GRIDDLE 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Single and double-sided electric models that are 
thermostatically controlled are eligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

FRYER 

Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Must be electric, open deep-fat fryer. Standard fry pot sizes 
(>12” & 18” wide) & large vat fryers (18” to 24” wide) are eligible. Countertop & floor type 
models are eligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

HOT FOOD HOLDING CABINET 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Must have glass or solid door cabinets (fully enclosed 
compartment with one or more doors). 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

PUMPS & MOTORS  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

BOOSTER PUMP 

Pre-approval by Hawai‘i Energy required. New booster pump system’s total HP must be equal 
to or less than existing system. New system HP reduction must be between 0 to 129 HP (for 
projects with greater than 129 HP, contact Hawai‘i Energy). Proposed new system must be a 
more efficient design than existing system. All pump motors must meet NEMA Premium 
Efficiency standards. 

TIER 4: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $4,000 

HVAC  
EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 
INVERTER VARIABLE REFRIGERANT FLOW 
(VRF) – PACKAGED AND SPLIT AC OR 
HEAT PUMP 

Use the HVAC eligibility spreadsheet to determine product eligibility based on HVAC type, 
size, and technical specifications for the model number listed in the AHRI Directory. Contact 
Hawai‘i Energy to confirm eligibility. 

PACKAGED AND SPLIT AC OR AIR-SOURCE 
HEAT PUMP 
PACKAGED TERMINAL AC OR HEAT PUMP 
(PTAC OR PTHP) 
VERTICAL AC OR HEAT PUMP 

WATER-SOURCE HEAT PUMP 
 
 
 

https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-dishwashers/results?formId=d075044e-bd0b-4302-9def-68a11230414a&scrollTo=0&search_text=&machine_type_filter=&brand_name_isopen=0&sanitation_method_filter=&heat_recovery_machine_filter=&heat_recovery_features_filter=&energy_saver_mode_filter=&markets_filter=United+States&zip_code_filter=&product_types=Select+a+Product+Category&sort_by=brand_name&sort_direction=asc&currentZipCode=20194&page_number=0&lastpage=0
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-refrigerators-and-freezers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-refrigerators-and-freezers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-ovens/results?formId=396386-1252-4353-940-808574555&scrollTo=600&search_text=&oven_type_filter=Convection&fuel_type_filter=Electric&door_type_filter=&brand_name_isopen=0&markets_filter=
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-griddles/results?formId=a860b56f-8eba-44ad-837e-364e7aa05c7b&scrollTo=700&search_text=&product_type_filter=&fuel_type_filter=Electric&markets_filter=United+States&zip_code_filter=&produ
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-fryers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-hot-food-holding-cabinets/results
https://hawaiienergy.com/wp-content/uploads/wks_hvac.xlsx
https://www.ahridirectory.org/Search/SearchHome
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TIER 5: GRANT FUNDING UP TO $6,000 

COMMERCIAL KITCHEN EQUIPMENT  
EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

COMBINATION OVEN - ELECTRIC 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Must be a food-grade commercial combination oven as defined in 
the ENERGY STAR Version 2.0 specification. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 
COMMERCIAL DISHWASHER – 
ELECTRIC* 
*Eligible dishwashers are either Tier 3 or 5, 
depending on model. Check with Hawai‘i Energy. 

Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Stationary rack and conveyor machines are eligible. Flight-type 
dishwasher and dishwashers intended for residential or laboratory applications are ineligible. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

DEMAND CONTROLLED 
VENTILATION 

The control system must be used in conjunction with variable speed fan motor controls. All motors 
must meet NEMA Premium Efficiency standards and be UL Approved. Temperature and optical 
sensors must have the ability to sense and ramp up or down the ventilation rate based on the 
presence of temperature, smoke or steam from cooking activity. Temperature and infrared cooking 
sensors must have the ability to measure temperature at the cooking surface to ramp ventilation up 
or down based on when cooking starts. 

STEAM COOKER 
Must be ENERGY STAR certified. Electric steam cooker models may include countertop, wall-
mounted, floor-mounted and floor-mounted on a stand, pedestal, or cabinet-style base. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. 

COMPRESSED AIR  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

VARIABLE FREQUENCY DRIVE (VFD) 
COMPRESSOR 

Pre-approval by Hawai‘i Energy required. Systems between 10-75 HP are eligible. Contact Hawai‘i 
Energy for units >75 HP. Only one compressor per compressed air distribution system is eligible and 
must operate below 90% of load capacity. Systems must be operational and operate for at least 
1,500 hours annually.  

HVAC  
EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

AIR AND WATER-COOLED 
CHILLERS 

Use the HVAC eligibility spreadsheet to determine product eligibility based on HVAC type, size, and 
technical specifications for the model number listed in the AHRI Directory. Contact Hawai‘i Energy to 
confirm eligibility. 

PUMPS & MOTORS  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

PREMIUM EFFICIENCY MOTORS Must be a new motor installation; used or rebuilt motors are not eligible. Contact Hawai‘i 
Energy for minimum efficiency requirements table. 

ELECTRONICALLY COMMUTATED 
MOTORS (ECM) ON FAN COIL UNITS 

ECM must meet minimum efficiency requirements based on size as defined on Hawai‘i 
Energy’s pumps & motors incentive worksheet. 

REFRIGERATION  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 
ELECTRONICALLY COMMUTATED 
MOTORS (ECM) IN COMMERCIAL 
REFRIGERATION 

ECM must be coupled with integrated controllers. Retrofits from standard efficiency shaded 
pole motors to ECM in existing refrigerated cases up to 1HP may qualify. Complete walk-in 
refrigerators and freezers manufactured after January 1, 2009 do not qualify. 

EVAPORATOR FAN MOTOR CONTROLS Must be installed in an existing walk-in cooler/freezer or refrigerated warehouse. Must control 
synchronous or brushless DC motor. Controls must cycle or reduce fan air flow. 

FLOATING HEAD PRESSURE CONTROLS 
Must be installed in existing equipment. Compressor rating must be less than or equal to 10 
HP. Must control synchronous or brushless DC motor. Controls must cycle or reduce fan air 
flow. 

HIGH EFFICIENCY EVAPORATORS Retrofit only. Must have electronically commutated motor (ECM) and integrated motor 
controls at minimum. Defrost optimization and electronic expansion valve are desirable. 

HIGH EFFICIENCY CONDENSING UNITS 

Pre-approval by Hawai‘i Energy required. Must have compressor between .5 and 6 HP nominal 
output. Contact Hawai‘i Energy for units >6 HP. Must have scroll compressor and floating 
head/adjustable low pressure controls to modulate the condenser fan speed. Minimum 
saturated condensing temperature (SCT) setpoint must be set no higher than 50°F for low 
temperature/freezer units and 70°F for medium temperature/cooler units. 

https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-ovens/results?formId=396386-1252-4353-940-808574555&scrollTo=600&search_text=&oven_type_filter=Combination&fuel_type_filter=Electric&door_type_filter=&brand_name_isopen=0&markets_filter
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-dishwashers/results?formId=d075044e-bd0b-4302-9def-68a11230414a&scrollTo=0&search_text=&machine_type_filter=&brand_name_isopen=0&sanitation_method_filter=&heat_recovery_machine_filter=&heat_recovery_features_filter=&energy_saver_mode_filter=&markets_filter=United+States&zip_code_filter=&product_types=Select+a+Product+Category&sort_by=brand_name&sort_direction=asc&currentZipCode=20194&page_number=0&lastpage=0
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-steam-cookers/results?formId=56e05c77-0d89-480b-a76f-92b36b9395dc&scrollTo=500&search_text=&primary_fuel_source_filter=Electric&brand_name_isopen=0&markets_filter=United+States&zip_code
https://hawaiienergy.com/wp-content/uploads/wks_hvac.xlsx
https://www.ahridirectory.org/Search/SearchHome
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REFRIGERATION CONT.  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 
REFRIGERATED CASE ANTI-SWEAT 
HEATER CONTROLS 

Controls must be installed on all doors of an existing refrigerator or freezer. Complete walk-in 
refrigerators/freezers manufactured after January 1, 2009 do not qualify. 

REFRIGERATED CASE DOORS 

Retrofit to existing, open low- or medium-temperature refrigerated cases. Doors must have 
double- or triple-pane, non-heated, insulated glass. Must include added end cap filler or full 
end replacement to enclose the ends of the cases. If door lighting exists, it must be integrated 
LED lighting. 

REFRIGERATED CASE NIGHT COVERS None. 

WATER HEATING  

EQUIPMENT TYPE REQUIREMENTS 

SOLAR WATER HEATER Must be a replacement of an existing electric resistance water heater. Contact Hawai‘i Energy 
for guidance on eligibility. 

HEAT PUMP WATER HEATER 

Must be a replacement of an electric water heater in a small office, restaurant, or grocery 
store. Must be ENERGY STAR certified. 
 

Refer to this ENERGY STAR list of models that are certified. Contact Hawai‘i Energy for 
further guidance on eligibility. 

TIER 6: THE “LET’S TALK!” TIER (GRANT FUNDING UP TO $10,000) 

REQUIREMENTS 
If an eligible facility has an idea for an energy efficiency project that does not fit immediately into the standard tiers detailed on the EmPOWER 
Grant Eligible Equipment Types list, email HE-Grants@Leidos.com with your project scope. A limited number of larger capped grants up to 
$10,000 ($15,000 for Maui County and Hawai‘i County) will be available to projects meeting an energy savings threshold determined by Hawai‘i 
Energy. Each application to Tier 6 will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

FOR ALL PROJECTS THAT REQUIRE AN ENERGY STAR MODEL, 
PLEASE REFER TO THE PRODUCT FINDER LIST: 

WWW.ENERGYSTAR.GOV/PRODUCTFINDER/ 
 

https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-heat-pump-water-heaters/results
mailto:HE-Grants@Leidos.com

