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I have a question about the grant program. Who can I talk to? 
You can contact Chester Carson at HE-Grants@leidos.com. You can also reach out to your 
Energy Advisor for guidance. Don’t know who your Energy Advisor is? Visit our team page for a 
list under Program Delivery - Commercial. 

Do I need to provide information about the existing equipment being replaced? 

Yes!  
 
Please submit the existing equipment make, model, and approximate age to Hawai‘i Energy 
with your grant application. JPG photos of the existing equipment and name plate/label(s) are 
required to confirm the equipment being replaced. 
 

Hawai‘i Energy reserves the right to conduct an onsite pre-approval inspection before a grant is 
awarded.  
 
Note; Projects located on TMK/addresses directly impacted by the Aug 2023 Lahaina and 
Upcountry wild fire event will not need to meet the replacement of existing equipment 
requirement.  
 

Do I need to purchase equipment to have my application considered for a grant? 
No!  

It is not required that any purchases need to be made to be considered for a grant. The review 
process for applications will not factor in if purchases have already been made or not. 

How much grant funding will I receive? 
Applying for a grant does not guarantee applicant will be offered a grant. 

If an EmPOWER Grant is awarded, the amount will be listed on the award letter to be sent to 
grant awardees via email once Hawai‘i Energy completes its review process of each application. 

How do I know if my energy efficiency project is eligible for the grant program? 
This year’s program has four tiers of eligible equipment types with three different grant funding 
caps potentially available for each tier. Please visit the grant program’s website for the complete 
eligible equipment list, including details on the tiers and associated grant funding caps. 

Is there an application deadline? 
Starting August 1st, applications will be accepted, reviewed, and processed on a first-come, first-
served basis until funding is exhausted or until the end of the calendar year, whichever comes 
first. 

Please send application packages to Chester Carson at HE-Grants@leidos.com as soon as 
possible to be considered for available program funding. 

mailto:HE-Grants@leidos.com
https://hawaiienergy.com/about/our-team
https://hawaiienergy.com/for-business/empower-grant
mailto:HE-Grants@leidos.com
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Who can apply? 
To apply, a business must meet the following requirements: 

• Both the applicant and project must be eligible for the Hawai‘i Energy commercial 
incentive program (see “Eligibility” on the Hawai‘i Energy Commercial Incentive 
Application). Visit the Hawai‘i Energy website for currently available incentives.* 

• Applicant must also fall into one of the following categories: 
o 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations 
o Small businesses with electric rate Schedule “G” 
o Small business with less than 5,000 sq. ft. facility 
o Restaurant 

 
*Not all incentives will qualify for the EmPOWER Grant program. Please consult the eligible 
project type list on the EmPOWER Grant website to confirm eligibility. 

How do you apply? 
There are a few steps to apply for the EmPOWER Grant: 

1. Choose an eligible energy efficiency improvement project. 
2. Obtain itemized quotes from a few Clean Energy Ally contractors and select one. A full 

list of our Clean Energy Allies is available on our website. 
3. Complete and submit the following required documents: 

• EmPOWER Grant Application (available on grant program website) 
• Hawai‘i Energy Commercial Incentive Application (available on grant program 

website) 
• IRS Form W-9 (blank form available on grant program website) 
• Itemized quote (obtain from chosen Clean Energy Ally contractor). This quote 

should also include removal and disposal of the old equipment 
• Proposed equipment specification sheets or submittals (obtain from chosen 

Clean Energy Ally contractor) 
• For 501(c)3 organizations only: IRS 501(c)3 Determination Letter 
• JPG photos of the existing equipment to be replaced and name plate/label(s)  

 
Can I apply for more than one grant? 
Yes. Applicants are allowed to apply for up to two (2) grants per facility. Grants cannot be 
combined. 

Are the EmPOWER Grant funds taxable? 
Based on your tax status and grant amount, you may receive IRS Form 1099 from Hawai‘i 
Energy showing tax eligible grant amounts. 

Can I work with any contractor? 
No. To be eligible for an EmPOWER Grant, you must choose a contractor from our pre-
approved list of Clean Energy Allies. 

https://hawaiienergy.com/wp-content/uploads/commercial-incentive-application.pdf
https://hawaiienergy.com/wp-content/uploads/commercial-incentive-application.pdf
https://hawaiienergy.com/for-business/rebates
https://hawaiienergy.com/for-business/empower-grant
https://hawaiienergy-partner.force.com/VendorDirectory/s/
https://hawaiienergy-partner.force.com/VendorDirectory/s/
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I completed a project recently. Can I apply for a grant for that project during this 
application extension period? 
Projects are eligible for EmPOWER Grant consideration if the signed proposal/quote/contract 
and deposit is dated on or after August 1, 2024.  

When will I know if I received a grant or not? 
Applicants who are awarded a grant will be sent an award letter via email from Hawai‘i Energy 
upon completion of its review of each application. 

When will I receive the grant money from Hawai‘i Energy? 
Funds from the EmPOWER Grant will be disbursed as a reimbursement after the efficiency 
project is complete and a copy of the “Paid in Full” invoice for the project is received by Hawai‘i 
Energy. All required documentation must be submitted, verified and approved by Hawai‘i Energy 
before the check can be mailed. 

Can I use the grant money to pay my contractor directly? 
Yes. The grant funds may be sent directly to the contractor. Please fill out the contractor’s 
information on the Commercial Incentive Application under the Rebate Payment Information 
section if you would like us to mail the check directly to them. 

I have an Energy Advantage project. Can I still apply for a grant? 
Energy Advantage lighting projects are not eligible for the grant program. 
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